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Art, Minorities and Social Change in Iran

So-Art is a project of Touch Art Gallery with the goal to unite young artists who want to
bring light of social issues created by society regarding its’ impact on culture and the
citizens of Iran.

We look at social art as a means to articulate social problems and shortcomings. We believe
that artists, thanks to their artistic abilities and critical approach, can amplify the voice of
the people. Artists can bring together different groups of people by creating an opportunity
for them to achieve mutual understanding and solving their problems.

Whether we believe in “socially committed art” or “art for art’s sake,” it cannot be denied that
artistic works and trends are impacted by society; yet, artists’ works also often constitute
points of departure in social change and cultural enrichment.

At So-Art, we believe that artists, like other citizens, carry social responsibility. At the same
time, they play a more effective role in bringing about social change.

As such, in collaboration with artists, we endeavor to disclose social problems. We strive to
support artists to create works of art that lead to cultural development.

At So-Art, our initial step was identifying the problems that minorities face and the means
of relieving them. Works created by our artists was based on these issues.

This book is the production of the first annual festival held by So-Art to make a change
with hands-on Iranian artists who share their visions of a woman, minority rights, and social
change through art.
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Expressing Innermost Feelings and Frustrations of Minorities by Young Iranian Artists
A Review of So-Art Exhibition by Dr. Farzin Vahdat

It can be argued that socio-politico-philosophical thought, on one hand, and arts on the other
hand, particularly those branches of arts that deal with socio-political currents in a society,
are simultaneously impacted by society and in turn influence society. The methodology,
approach and language of these two categories are, however, to a large degree different.

In the language of socio-political and philosophic thought, reasoning-both deductive and
inductive-is used; syllogisms are advance to fortify the evidences that are at hand. In this
regard, the thinker endeavors that her/his language to be precise, and for this reason often
uses technical terminology and attempts to reach the conscious part of the addressees’
mind. For this reason, precisely, the majority in society is less able to reach the discourse
of most prominent producer of knowledge in many societies. There are, however, some
intermediary thinkers such as teachers, who can translate these ideas for the “non-
experts”. In a similar vein, the non-expert magazines and publications might make these
ideas accessible to members of society and influence them. Yet, their impact is indirect.

Art, on the other hand, utilizes a different approach. The language of art is often comprised
of simile, metaphor, trope, allegory, code, etc. And for this reason its language is not very
precise. Forthe same reason art often addresses the “unconscious” level of perceptionin the
subject. If we use a metaphor (sometimes metaphors can shed light on logical arguments)
consumption of socio-politico-philosophical thought, is like eating a meal normally. We
taste, smell and rather carefully chew the food and are more aware of what enters our body.
Art, in contrast, is more like “intravenous feeding.” The consumer of art is not very aware of
what enters her/his psychic system and how impacts it.
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For this reason, art can be very dangerous. Political propaganda advanced by states and
political movements throughout history have abused art to advance their cause, from the
ancient stone carvings to now. In contemporary period, authoriteran states and political
movements have attempted to drive people towards their interests and causes by art.
In the contemporary west, there is not much abuse of art for political propaganda; yet,
using art to propel commercial interest, also largely leads to stultification of the average
person. If, however, art is free from political propaganda and commercial promotion, it will
arguable beneficial for society.

The pictures in this gallery mostly represent this “free” form art. The artists who have
created these pieces are expressing their innermost feelings and frustrations. Women
who are under different types of subjugation and oppression- be it political, social or
cultural- have skillfully portrayed their suffocating circumstance while challenging them.
Of course, there are men also who in these images depict and challenge the problems of
contemporary Iran.
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As if

Fatemeh Heidarpour
Qil Painting

120-70 cm
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Create yourself
Fatemeh Mozafari
Mix Media
100-70 cm
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No Name
Sharareh Eftekhari Yekta
Oil Painting
100-100 cm
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No Name
Parastoo Kermani Nassab
Oil Painting
100-60 cm
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The judgment bed
Shima Najafi

Oil Painting

100-80 cm
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No Name
Kaveh Sistani
Mix Media
22-15cm

o L1 3
e -_g,-‘w_::w'rh S

20



SWART

Together
Mounir Khadiviyan
Acrylic painting
60-50 cm
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No Name

Mahshid Agha Seyed Mirzaei
Painting - Mix Media
100-100 cm
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From womenss collec-
tion

Saeedeh Hajiani

Mix Media

70-50 cm
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Sympathy
White Crow
Mix Media
70-50 cm
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Period
Esmaeil Tejarati
Oil Painting
60-40 cm
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Guinnamakh
Neda Azizi
Painting - Collage
70-70 cm
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No Name
Hoorieh Hashemi
Oil and Acrylic Painting
120-90 cm




Gypsy Woman’s Dream
Mehri Langroody Poorbozorg
Oil Painting

100-70 cm
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Scream

Fariba Farzanfar
Painting - Mix Media
22-15cm

29



S T O N AT A )

=3
=4

Look at me
Saedeh Hame Keshf
Qil Painting

80-60 cm




No Name
Nazanin Assemi
Painting
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No Name
Fatemeh Amani Rad
Acrylic Painting
56-44 cm
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Accused
Maryam Lori
Oil Painting
60-40 cm
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Iranian lady

Elnaz Karimi
Painting - Mix Media
30-21 cm
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Separation
Fariba Darabimanesh
Oil Painting
80-80 cm
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Shadows
Faezeh Hayati
Oil Painting
40-40 cm
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No Name
Mahboubeh Mirzaei
Acrylic Painting
60-45 cm
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Tahora
Atusa Beyzapour
Painting
75-68 cm
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Cube

Milad Karimian Dorhouni
Graphic- Watercolor and Pen
38-29 cm
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Woman in Iran

Anahita Baniasadi

Cartoon - Watercolor and Rapid
100-50 cm
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No Name

Mahya Farahbakhsh
Painting - Rapid
70-50 cm
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Sanandaj Airport 1979
Khabat Nodinyan
Wood print
42-30 cm
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No Name

Mandana rozkhush

Digital Art Painting and Collage
29-20 cm
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Venus

Parisa Shafighi
Digital Graphic
40-30 cm
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Loneliness
Mehrdad
Photography
60-40 cm
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Persoan

Babak Javaherpour Ahmadani
Photography - Double Exposure
36-24 cm
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Femininity
Leily Nekookar
Photography
40-40 cm
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Disappointment

Sahar Khosravi

Photography

-60 cm
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photomontage
60-40 cm
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we are here
Sarah Yousefi
Mix Media
70-50 cm
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What was happen to

SHAHRIARAN
4
7/
IOl
. 4 L od

What was happen to Shahriaran
Bayan
36 min

~ afilm by Bayan |

StoART :
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Under Our Steps
Mahshid Motahar

min )

MAHSHID MOTAHAR
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Freedom
Arezo

min &
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VARGHA

Crime
Varrgha

min \
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THE BRIEF
HISTORY OFR

Y MINORITIES
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The Brief History of a
Respectable Family

A film by Iranian minorities
8 min
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Iranshahr

Mary Mousavi, Mehdi Kam-
ranirad

1 min
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Minority voice
Makan Mahan
min 6
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